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Goals of this Training

e When to use Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
and handbooks

e Where to find these resources
e Practice using these resources
e When to seek legal help



Hierarchy of Lawmaking Refresher

® CODgFESS enacts statute.

e Executive agencies enact regulations.
o “CFR” = Code of Federal Regulations

e Agencies publish guidance.

o Example: FSA Handbooks; NRCS Manuals
o See Ag Civics 101 video (DBAN Sept. 2025)



When You Might Need CFR or Handbooks

e Unclear on program requirement

e Unclear whether farmer meets
program requirements

e Confirming rules found in guides

e Difference of opinion with USDA
staff



Where to Find Them

e FSA Handbooks - search “FSA Handbooks” on web
e NRCS Manuals - search “NRCS Manuals” on web
e CFR

o Search citation on web

o Look for eCFR.gov link



http://ecfr.gov

Notes on Navigating the Resources

e Will show you the steps multiple
times.

e Focus on the search process and
internal organization of
resources.

e Don’t worry about the details
for now.
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Searching for
FSA Handbooks

Par. 8

8 Decisions for Which 7 CFR Part 780 and This Handbook Apply (Continued)

B Prohibited Reviews

[7 CFR 780.4(a)(2)] The procedures contained in this part may not be used to seek
review of statutes or regulations issued under Federal law or review of FSA’s generally
applicable interpretations of such laws and regulations.

Note: An explanation of policy or requirements does not constitute a program decision or
eligibility determination. Likewise, a notice sent communicating what options may
be selected by a participant do not communicate a decision that can be challenged.
Consequently, communications of this sort, whether in writing or verbal, should not
convey an opportunity to seek appealability, reconsideration, mediation, or appeal.

C Decision-Makers Subject to FSA’s Informal Appeals Process

[7 CFR 780.4(a)(3)] For covered programs, this part is applicable to any decision made
by an employee of FSA or of its State and county committees, CCC, the personnel of
FSA, or CCC, and by the officials of NRCS to the extent otherwise provided in this
part, and as otherwise may be provided in individual program requirements or by the
Secretary.

Notes: Decisions of the Administrator and Deputy Administrators are considered final
decisions not subject to mediation, reconsideration, or further appeal within FSA.
They are, therefore, outside the scope of the FSA informal appeals process.

Although decisions of the Administrator or Deputy Administrator are final for NAD
appeal purposes, in exceptional cases the Administrator or a Deputy Administrator
may exercise discretion to reconsider a decision or to refer a matter to mediation.
Any decision on reconsideration or appeal within FSA will constitute a new decision
for time limitation purposes for any subsequent appeal within FSA or to NAD.

6-3-08 1-APP (Rev. 2) Amend. | Page 2-2
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Title 440 — Conservation Programs Manual

Part 530 — Working Lands Conservation

Sea rc h i n g fo r Programs Manual

Table of Contents

N RC S M anua I S Amended December 2025

Contracting Policy

Subpart A - General Information

530.0 General

530.1 Definitions

530.2 Responsibilities

530.3 Delegation of Authority

530.4 Historically Underserved Individuals and Groups

530.5 Information, Outreach, and Training

530.6 Access to Data

530.7 Policy Waivers

530.8 Environmental Service Credits for Conservation Improvements

530.9 Changes to Hard Copies of Documents

Subpart B — Managing Funds

530.10 General

530.11 Fund Spending Limits and Management
530.12 Funding Preparation Activities

530.13 Program Payment Schedules

Subpart C - Application for Assistance

530.20 General

530.21 Producer Types with Additional Considerations
530.22 Application Requirements

530.23 Submitting Applications

440 M 530 (amended December 2025)



Subpart R = Environmental Quality Incentives Program

S ea rc h i n g fo r 530.400 General

530,401 EQIP Funds Management

N RC S M a n u a I S 530.402 EQIP Eligibility
530.403 EQIP Planning
530.404 EQIP Application Processing
530.405 EQIP Contracting and Contract Management
530.406 EQIP Payments and Payment Limitations
530.407 Conservation Innovation Grants
530408 EQIP Conservation Incentive Contracts
530.420 EQIP Exhibits
530.420A EQIP Preobligation Checklist
530.420B Reserved
530.420C Reserved
530.420D EQIP Regulation, 7 CFR Part 1466
530.420E Advance Payment Collection Letter

530.420F EQIP Water Management Entity Flowchart
530.420G EQIP AGI Applicability and Payment Limitation Waiver Request Worksheet for WMEs






Searching for
NRCS Manuals

B. Authority

1. This subpart contains NRCS policy, guidance, and operating procedures for EQIP in
accordance with the EQIP regulation in 7 CFR part 1466. Refer to exhibit 530.420D,
“EQIP Regulation—7 CFR part 1466, and subpart O, exhibit 530.1431, “Food
Security Act of 1985, as Amended.”




Searching CFR citation

Example: 7 C.F.R. 764.101 (2026)

o General eligibility requirements
for direct loan making

o Title 7
O Part 764
O Section 764.101

O Section subdivisions: (a) > (1) > (1)
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More advanced options

Searching CFR citati
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Other options

Searching CFR citation




Practice Example: Managerial Ability



Practice Example: Managerial Ability

Farmer Jane wants to know
if she meets the managerial

ability criterion for an
FSA direct loan.
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Practice Example: ESA
Managerial Ability

HANDBOOK

Direct Loan Making

For State and County Offices

SHORT REFERENCE

3-FLP
(Revision 2)
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Practice Example:
Managerial Ability

Scenario 1:

Jane worked full-time on
a farm the last three
years.



Practice Example:
Managerial Ability

Scenario 2:

Jane has a two-year Associate’s

degree in an agriculture-related

field, BUT

e Farm experience ended 18
years ago, and

e No on-the-job training.



Practice Example:
Managerial Ability

Scenario 3:

Jane...

e Started, but did not complete,
a community-based beginning
farmer program, and

e Recently worked about half
the year on a friend’s farm.



Practice Example:
Managerial Ability

Scenario 4:
Jane is applying for an FSA
Microloan for operating

purposes.

Do the answers to Scenarios 1-3
change?






Practice Example: Credit History

Farmer Joe wants to
know if he meets the
credit history criterion for
an FSA direct loan.
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Practice Example:
Credit History

Scenario 1:
Joe has a low credit score.



Practice Example:
Credit History

Scenario 2:

Joe had a series of
delinquencies and
judgments five years ago.



Practice Example:
Credit History

Scenario 3:

Joe had a series of
delinquencies and
judgments two years ago.



Practice Example:

Credit History Scenario 4:

Joe filed for bankruptcy
one year ago.



Practice Example:

Credit History Scenario 4:

Joe filed for bankruptcy
one year ago...
e After a disaster.



Practice Example:

Credit History Scenario 4:

Joe filed for bankruptcy
one year ago...
e Caused by medical bills.



Practice Example:

Credit History Scenario 4:

Joe filed for bankruptcy
one year ago...
e After his divorce.



Practice Example: Price/Production Justification

e If Angela’s FSA Loan Officer expresses doubts on the
First Hint: pricing that she has included in her Farm Business
1-FLP Plan for her products, what handbook guidance or
CFR regulations could support her application?

Second Hint: (bonus if time): If Angela’s FSA Loan Officer expresses
Part 8 doubts about her ability to scale up to more
: : production (% acre to 4 acres or whatever part of it she
Third Hint: would be farming this season), what handbook guidance
Section 3 or CFR regulations define what can be used to justify
her production history?
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When to Seek Help

1.

You’ve read the relevant handbook

sections and the regulation(s).

Still not sure how factual scenario
fits with law.

Conflict between regulation text
and handbook text.

USDA officials contradicting text of
regulation or handbook.



Contact Information

FLAG
(651) 223-5400
lawyers@f{laginc.org

RAFI

(as advocates are available, for quick consults)
Z.acha [at] rafiusa.org


mailto:lawyers@flaginc.org

