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● When to use Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 

and handbooks

● Where to find these resources

● Practice using these resources

● When to seek legal help

Goals of this Training



Hierarchy of Lawmaking Refresher

● Congress enacts statute.

● Executive agencies enact regulations.

○ “CFR” = Code of Federal Regulations

● Agencies publish guidance.

○ Example: FSA Handbooks; NRCS Manuals

○ See Ag Civics 101 video (DBAN Sept. 2025)



When You Might Need CFR or Handbooks

● Unclear on program requirement

● Unclear whether farmer meets 

program requirements

● Confirming rules found in guides

● Difference of opinion with USDA 

staff



● FSA Handbooks - search “FSA Handbooks” on web

● NRCS Manuals - search “NRCS Manuals” on web

● CFR

○ Search citation on web

○ Look for eCFR.gov link

Where to Find Them

http://ecfr.gov


● Will show you the steps multiple 

times.

● Focus on the search process and 

internal organization of 

resources.

● Don’t worry about the details 

for now.

Notes on Navigating the Resources
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Searching CFR citation

Example: 7 C.F.R. 764.101 (2026)

○ General eligibility requirements 

for direct loan making

○ Title 7

○ Part 764

○ Section 764.101

○ Section subdivisions: (a) > (1) > (i)



Searching CFR citation
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Searching CFR citation

More chapters not shown



Searching CFR citation

More chapters not shown
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Searching CFR citation
More advanced options
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Searching CFR citation



Searching CFR citation
Other options



Practice Example: Managerial Ability



Practice Example: Managerial Ability

Farmer Jane wants to know 

if she meets the managerial 

ability criterion for an 

FSA direct loan.
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Practice Example: 
Managerial Ability

Scenario 1: 

Jane worked full-time on 

a farm the last three 

years.



Practice Example: 
Managerial Ability

Scenario 2: 

Jane has a two-year Associate’s 

degree in an agriculture-related 

field, BUT

● Farm experience ended 18 

years ago, and 

● No on-the-job training.



Practice Example: 
Managerial Ability

Scenario 3: 

Jane…

● Started, but did not complete, 

a community-based beginning 

farmer program, and 

● Recently worked about half 

the year on a friend’s farm.



Practice Example: 
Managerial Ability

Scenario 4:

Jane is applying for an FSA 

Microloan for operating 

purposes.  

Do the answers to Scenarios 1-3 

change? 
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Practice Example: Credit History

Farmer Joe wants to 

know if he meets the 

credit history criterion for 

an FSA direct loan.



Practice Example: 
Credit History



Practice Example: 
Credit History

Scenario 1: 

Joe has a low credit score.



Practice Example: 
Credit History

Scenario 2: 

Joe had a series of 

delinquencies and 

judgments five years ago.



Practice Example: 
Credit History

Scenario 3: 

Joe had a series of 

delinquencies and 

judgments two years ago.



Practice Example: 
Credit History Scenario 4: 

Joe filed for bankruptcy 

one year ago.



Practice Example: 
Credit History Scenario 4: 

Joe filed for bankruptcy 

one year ago… 

● After a disaster.



Practice Example: 
Credit History Scenario 4: 

Joe filed for bankruptcy 

one year ago… 

● Caused by medical bills.



Practice Example: 
Credit History Scenario 4: 

Joe filed for bankruptcy 

one year ago… 

● After his divorce.



● If Angela’s FSA Loan Officer expresses doubts on the 

pricing that she has included in her Farm Business 

Plan for her products, what handbook guidance or 

CFR regulations could support her application?

● (bonus if time): If Angela’s FSA Loan Officer expresses 

doubts about her ability to scale up to more 

production (¼ acre to 4 acres or whatever part of it she 

would be farming this season), what handbook guidance 

or CFR regulations define what can be used to justify 

her production history?

Practice Example: Price/Production Justification

First Hint: 
1-FLP

Second Hint: 
Part 8

Third Hint: 
Section 3
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1. You’ve read the relevant handbook 

sections and the regulation(s).

2. Still not sure how factual scenario 

fits with law.

3. Conflict between regulation text 

and handbook text.

4. USDA officials contradicting text of 

regulation or handbook. 

When to Seek Help



FLAG

(651) 223-5400

lawyers@flaginc.org

RAFI

(as advocates are available, for quick consults)

Zacha [at] rafiusa.org

Contact Information

mailto:lawyers@flaginc.org

